Alaska WildBird Rehabilitation Center

Minutes of the General Membership Meeting

November 28, 2008
The meeting at the Loon Attic in Wasilla began at 6:00 pm.  Twelve members were in attendance.  

Kent handed out new “Progress Logsheets” to be used at the center and asked for feedback.
The newsletter is in progress and Nancy Wade needs articles sent before the Dec. 25th deadline.  Members were encouraged to write bird profiles.  Randi volunteered to write an article on the fundraiser.  
Kent discussed the fundraiser on Nov. 15th.  The center raised just under $5000.00 after expenses.  Suggestions for how to improve the event for next year included: start planning 3-4 months in advance; use a different venue that has more space to move about; write descriptions of dessert items ahead of time; Odom wants to participate again, but wants to make it easier for people to buy wine; bring back Mr. Whitekeys (he’s a birder!). 
A date for next year’s fundraiser was set for October 3, 2009.

The UPS store in Palmer needs to be included in the list of companies that donated items for the fundraiser.  Thank you cards were signed during the meeting and will be sent out to everyone who donated or helped with the fundraiser.

Kent announced the NWRA conference will be March 10-14 in Chicago and there is one additional spot for someone from the center to attend at member cost.  Kent will be going as well.

Kent reminded the group that he is putting together a training course for veterinarians on stabilizing birds and preparing birds for transport, and he needs help.  Mike suggested that the course be tailored to meet the needs of Fish and Game personnel as well.
Kent brought up sanitation concerns at the center.  Dishes need to be thoroughly rinsed; the floor needs to be sanitized; food must be put out for the next day.  It takes three days to thaw a pound of frozen food, so plan ahead.  In addition, Kent asked members to watch the size of the dishes being used for food and water.  Lightweight dishes are not good for the passerines – the dishes will tip and spill.
Wear gloves when handling birds!  Change gloves frequently!

The Christmas party date is Dec. 20th at the Loon Attic from 4:00-8:00.  Bring a side dish or dessert.  Food will be catered by Loon Attic.  Bring a gift for the Chinese auction - $25.00 limit.

The Education Committee will meet on January 3rd at 2:00 pm at the home of Milo and Karen in Palmer.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm.

