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This is the Upper Cook Inlet Bird Report, sponsored by the Anchorage Audubon Society. This report was prepared on Saturday evening, 28 June 2008.

As July approaches, Anchorage birders are starting to see more species drift back into the area. The variety and numbers of shorebirds, especially, are starting to build. These are likely failed or non-breeding birds, which are starting their southbound migration.

On 20 June, there were two Whimbrel on the tideflats along the Tony Knowles Coastal Trail; on the 26th, there were three on the tideflats near Elderberry Park. Also on the 26th, there was another report of male and female Wilson’s Phalaropes and also baby Short-billed Dowitchers on the Eagle River flats impact area.

Earlier today, the 28th, there were about 40 Semipalmated Plovers, two Least Sandpipers, plus greater and lesser yellowlegs, on the tideflats between Westchester Lagoon and Elderberry Park. On the high tide this afternoon, there were at least 75 Short-billed Dowitchers and 5 Hudsonian Godwits roosting on the west island at Westchester Lagoon.

In other reports, there were three Long-tailed Ducks at the south end of Lake Hood on 15 June. On the 20th, there was a single male Redhead at Potter Marsh south of the main gravel pull-out. Finally, on 23 June there was a flock of White-winged Crossbills at E. 11th and Barrow streets in Anchorage.

To leave a message with your own sightings, please “star 7” and be sure to leave your name, date, location and telephone number. Thank you, and the Anchorage Audubon Society wishes you good birding.
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